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FEATURED PROPERTIES

BRONTE CREEK   MODERN LUXURY  

2467 ELDER LANE - $949,000 
Spectacular 3 bedroom, 4 bathroom 

FREEHOLD brick end unit town in 
desirable Bronte Creek.

1220 BELLVIEW STREET - $1,899,900 
Lakeside modern build in coveted 

downtown Burlington! 3+1 bedrooms,  
4 bathrooms with neutral decor 

polished heated concrete flooring and 
10-foot ceilings throughout!

SOLDDUNDAS CUSTOM BUILD

2387 GLENWOOD SCHOOL DRIVE  
Charming 2+1 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
bungalow on an oversized 50 x 150 

-foot lot!

6 NAPIER STREET - $998,900  
Designer 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom home 

features imported Italian tiles, 9 - foot 
ceilings, engineered hardwoods, 

surround sound speakers and kitchen 
by CR Technical!
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• Hamilton market posted a slight 0.6% price gain in 2018, with an 
average price of $466,266

• This compares favourably to most major markets across Canada (for 
example, the GTA recorded a 4.3% price decline in 2018)

• Sales volume, however, was down by 17.8% to 4,660 units (in line with 
several major markets across the country)

• Higher borrowing costs and the new mortgage stress test prompted 
many households to delay their buying intentions in 2018

HAMILTON MARKET RECORDS SLIGHT PRICE GAIN IN 2018
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TO OUR VALUED CLIENTS
Hello Friends and welcome to February!

Have you ever considered purchasing a real estate investment 
property? These are some of the KEY considerations when we hunt 
down properties for our clients for investment:

1) Employment opportunities: growing job markets attract more 
people!

2) Location, Location, Location: the quality of the location will 
infl uence the type of renters attracted to your rental property.

3) Rent: For income properties, your monthly rent is your staple. 
Find out what the average rental rates are in the area. 

4) Amenities:  Are shops and restaurants nearby?

5) Schools: School districts - make sure the schools have good 
ratings.

6) Future Development:  A neighbourhood in the early stages of 
gentrifi cation (renovation of urban neighbourhoods) might result 
in a faster and higher appreciation.

7) Inventory: Is there a lot of inventory available on the market?  
Look into the historical vacancy rates.  

8) Property Taxes: These costs aff ect your bottom line so make 
sure they are in line with comparable properties.

9) Public Transportation: Most people commute to work, being 
close to train/bus stops is a huge deciding factor for renters! 

Appreciation potential and good projected cash fl ow is key.  When 
you’re ready to consider an investment property, talk to us about 
fi nancing options.  Our team is experienced in this segment of the 
market and are here to consult with you to build your portfolio of 
properties.

When is the best time to buy real estate? Yesterday! Call us to get an 
action plan in place for 2019!

Do you have a real estate question or topic that you would like to know 
more about? Email or call me at deborah@deborahbrown.ca or 
905.334.9067!
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Cities across Canada have been investing more into mixed-income 
buildings. On the surface, these developments look no different from any 
ordinary condo building. On the inside, however, these buildings house a 
combination of market units (suites that are priced at current market rates) 
and affordable units geared towards low-to-moderate income residents. 
The latter can sometimes be referred to as “social housing,” “subsidized 
housing,” or “rent-geared-to-income” units. 

Just how mainstream are mixed-income condos becoming? Last year, 
Vancouver welcomed a brightly coloured, 15-storey condominium 
featuring mixed-income units. The condo is called the Belcourt Residence 
and it’s located in the Strathcona neighbourhood. It contains a total of 350 
units, 70 of which are rented out at lower-than-market rates between $375 
and $1,750 per month. They include a mix of studio, one-bedroom and 
two-bedroom layouts. “This project shows how new market housing can 
help deliver important community amenities and affordable homes for 
some of our most vulnerable residents,” said Gregor Robertson, Vancouver’s 
mayor at the time, in a press release.

Over in Toronto, five developers have agreed to build more than 2,000 new 
mixed-income condo units over the next several years. Provincially owned 
sites have already been earmarked for these developments, including lots 
in the downtown corridor and the West Don Lands. These developers have 
committed to dedicating 30 percent of its proposed condos to affordable 
housing rental units. “To keep Toronto affordable for people of all ages and 
income levels, we need all governments working together to take real 
action on affordable housing,” said Toronto Mayor John Tory in a statement.  

Why are we seeing more condos featuring mixed-income units? For 

decades, mixed-income projects have been heralded as a way to alleviate 
the harms of concentrated poverty and income segregation. It is also 
believed that these types of developments can address a number of 
housing issues, including unaffordability and supply shortage, which 
forces people to move further outside the city leading to urban sprawl, 
congestion, longer commute times, and a decrease in quality of life. 

Studies have found that residents of mixed-income housing are satisfied 
with the quality of their home and safety of their neighbourhood. Low-
income residents also experience less stress and improvements in their 
mental well being when they move into mixed-income housing.

Unfortunately, the mixed-income development model cannot solve all the 
housing problems and economic inequality in the world. Humans are, after 
all, tribal people and social mixing does not always lead to meaningful 
interactions between neighbours. As the idea of mixing tenants of all 
different income levels becomes more prevalent, there has emerged a 
controversial “poor doors” trend among a handful of condo developments 
in Canada where separate entrances and lobbies are being created to 
divide the well-to-do and the less fortunate. It’s a phenomenon that has 
been around in New York and London, and has made its way to Canada in 
recent years. 

Mixed-income neighbourhoods date back to the 1960s, but the practice 
of social mixing within a condo is still relatively new in Canada. For 
municipalities struggling with housing affordability and low vacancy rates, 
the mixed-income condo model may help address some of these issues. 
How successful these buildings are will largely depend on how developers 
and property managers plan to socially integrate their residents.

WHAT’S BEHIND THE RISE OF 
MIXED-INCOME CONDOS?

HOW TO 
DECORATE WITH 
PANTONE’S 
COLOUR OF THE 
YEAR 
(LIVING CORAL)

CONDO CORNER Pantone has chosen its colour of the year for 2019 and the winner is - wait for 

it - Living Coral. Pantone picked this peachy orange hue for its “vibrant, yet 

mellow” life-affirming qualities and luckily, it’s a great choice for homeowners 

looking to add an optimistic and intimate energy into their homes. 

Every year, the colour of the year gets chosen based on what shades 

continually show up on the fashion runways. The team at Pantone even 

take into account the colours that are popping up in movies and cars, as 

well as what people are wearing on the streets of Milan, New York and Paris. 

The process is not very scientific, but interior designers and style-conscious 

homeowners breathlessly await Pantone’s pick every year. 

If you’re loving this year’s colour and you want to begin incorporating it into 

your home—you know, before it shows up everywhere you go—here’s a 

guide on how to rock this cheery colour room by room. 

Living Room
The easy, non-committal route to adopting Pantone’s colour of the year 
includes putting new covers onto your throw pillows, adding new vases to 
your shelves and tables, and draping a blanket over your sofa. If you want the 
colour to stand out just a bit more, do it with a picture frame on your wall or 
lay down a vibrant area rug. If you’re all for coral, velvet accent chairs are one 
way to show how committed you really are to this year’s crowning shade.

Kitchen
If you’re a baker, there’s good news. KitchenAid’s Artisan Stand Mixer comes 
in a bright peach colour to fulfill your coral fantasies. If you prefer the more 
subtle touch, you can purchase coral cutlery, tea towels, and mugs instead. 
Conveniently enough, Pantone produces its own line of mugs and a Living 
Coral edition is now available for purchase. 

Bedroom
A metal table lamp with a coral shade would look great on your side table. 
So would coral decorative pillows and coral knit cotton throws on your 
bed. If you like waking up to warm fuzzy feelings on your feet, you could 
incorporate this colour in a faux fur throw rug. IKEA sells a brightly coloured 
Smidie sheepskin rug that’s durable, soil-repellent and comes with an anti-
slip underlay. 

Bathroom
Every bathroom needs a bathmat to prevent slipping when you step out of 
the tub. It might be time to jazz up your floors with a fuzzy bathmat in a bright 
coral that can’t be missed. Bed Bath & Beyond’s Turkish Luxury Collection 
includes a peach-toned bathmat that is luxuriously soft and absorbent. If 
you want to go even further with the coral theme, the range also includes 
matching towels and washcloths. 

Patio
Outdoor spaces can easily look dreary, so Pantone’s pick is perfect for livening 
up the patio. IKEA’s Självständig chairs are made with galvanized steel so it’s 
suitable for all kinds of weather and can be easily wiped down. If you’ve 
already got a nice set of patio furniture, you can incorporate coral into your 
cushions and pillows. Coral lantern holders like the ones made by Bungalow 
Rose on Wayfair.ca make for super chic additions to any outdoor area. 

Dining Room
If you’re like the average household, then this is a room that is not used as 
frequently as the other rooms. That’s why it’s a good place as any to be a 
bit more daring. If you’re inclined, you can opt for an area rug with a snazzy 
coral pattern or geometric design, such as the Marilyn Monroe Trellis Glam 
Rug at Overstock.ca or the Madison Home’s Cabana Coral Handmade Rug on 
Wayfair.ca.

TRENDY CORNER 


